1:7 


[A] R. Simeon b. Menasia says, ‘‘What is ‘that which is crooked which 


cannot be made straight’ [Qoh. 1:15]? 


[B] “This is one who has sexual relations with a woman in a forbidden 


relationship and produces a mamzer from her. 


[C] “If you should claim [that it applies] to a thief or a robber, he can 


make restitution and ‘be made straight.” 


[D] R. Simeon b. Menasia says, “They call that which is crooked only one 
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who was straight to begin with and who became crooked. What is 
such a person? It is a disciple of a sage who took his leave of the 
Torah.” 


R. Simeon b. Yohai taught: “If you see towns that have been uprooted 
from their location in the Land of Israel, you should know that the 
inhabitants did not faithfully pay the fee of the scribes and teachers 
[who worked there].” 


[B] What is the scriptural basis for that statement? 


[C] “Why is the land ruined and laid waste like a wilderness, so that no 
one passes through? And the Lord says, ‘Because they have 
forsaken my law which I set before them’” (Jer. 9:12-13). 


R. Yudan the Patriarch sent R. Hiyya, R. Assi, and R. Ammi to travel 
among the towns of the Land of Israel to provide for them scribes and 
teachers. They came to one place and found neither a scribe nor a 
teacher. They said to the people, “Bring us the guardians of the town.” 
The people brought them the citizens of senatorial class in the town. 


They said to them: “Do you think these are the guardians of the town? 
They are nothing other than the destroyers of the town.” 


They said to them, “And who are the guardians of the town?” 
They said to them, “The scribes and teachers.” 


That is in line with what is written: “Unless the Lord builds the house[, 
those who build it labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, 
the watchman stays awake in vain]” (Ps. 127:1). 


R. Huna, R. Jeremiah in the name of R. Samuel bar R. Isaac: “We find 
that the Holy One, blessed be he, forgave Israel for idolatry, 
fornication, and murder. [But] for their rejection of the Torah he never 
forgave them.” 


[B] What is the scriptural basis for that view? 


